
How the Electoral College Works 
 
● Each political party in each state nominates a slate of candidates for the position of presidential 
elector. This is most commonly done at the party’s congressional-district and state-level 
convention during the summer of a presidential election year. It is sometimes done in a primary.  
● Each political party notifies the state’s chief election official of the names of the party’s 
candidate for President and Vice President (nominated at the party’s national convention) and the 
names of the party’s candidates for the position of presidential elector.  
● Under the “short presidential ballot” (now used in all states), the names of the party’s nominee 
for President and Vice President appear on the ballot that the voter sees on Election Day.  The 
names of the actual presidential electors appear on the ballot in only a few states.  
● When a voter casts a vote for a party’s presidential and vice-presidential slate on Election Day 
(the Tuesday after the first Monday in November), that vote is deemed to be a vote for all of that 
party’s candidates for presidential elector.   
● Under the “winner-take-all” rule used in 48 states, the presidential-elector candidates who 
receive the most popular votes statewide are elected. In Maine and Nebraska, the presidential-
elector candidate who receives the most popular votes in each congressional district is elected 
(with the two remaining electors being based on the statewide popular vote). 
● Each state’s winning presidential electors travel to their State Capitol on the first Monday after 
the second Wednesday in December to cast their votes for President and Vice President.  
● Below is the 1964 Vermont presidential ballot when Vermont voters still had the option of 
voting for actual presidential and vice-presidential candidates (i.e., the “short presidential 
ballot”) or voting for individual presidential electors.  
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